
93 MAIN STREET 
NEW PALTZ, NV 12561 
845.255.5030 
eltinglibrary.org 
frontdesk@eIt i ng Iibra ry.o rg 

https://eltinglibrary.org


AWORD FROM 
THE INTERIM 
Greetings New Paltz, 

I stepped into the position of Interim Director at 
the end of 2023 to help the organization after the 
departure of Gillian Murphy. The Board is 
searching for a replacement, as well as a 
replacement for Miss Kim, our Children's Librarian 
who departed in January of 2024. I am working 
closely with Elting's Board, staff, and volunteers to 
keep our wonderful library moving full speed 
ahead. I wish to thank all of our voters for their 
support of our 2023 tax initiative- your backing 
makes all the difference in how well we can serve 
our community. 

We have reconfigured our space to create more 
work and meeting areas. We've added new 
computers and printers, and strengthened wifi all 
over our property. Last year was a banner year for 
programs: Children 's, Young Adult, and Adult. Our 
Steinberg Room was heavily booked, with talks, 
meetings, book discussions, and art shows. In 2024 
we will be replacing our carpets and working on 
other infrastructure projects. We will continue to 
purchase great new books and greatly increase 
our e-book and downloadable audio titles to meet 

the growing demand. 

Please join us here at the true center of the New 
Paltz community. I am sure you can find 
something going on at Elting that interests you. 
Keeping up with all that is happening here is easy
just look at our calendar or sign up for our 
newsletter, both linked to the right. And, if there is 
a title you are interested in that we have missed, 
just let our desk staff know, and I will see about 
adding it to the collection. 

s~~ 
STEPHEN COOK 
Interim Library Director 
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''This is what a library should be like!" 
"Such a great environment. The librarians are so helpful. Books are organized and easy to 
find. Great collection of movies. And the newly renovated children's room is wonderful. I 

especially like the new non-book items that you can take out which include a tent, sewing 
machine and bocce ball. Elting Library is truly a community treasure." 

Hannah Scarpati 

More space for people 
Libraries are for the people 
who use them. In 2023 we 
increased the number of 
seating areas in the library 
for our users. 

New book return 
To make book returns even 
easier we purchased a new 
book return for the parking 
lot, which is accessible by 

Let there be light 
As part of our commitment 
to sustainability we took 
the first step in replacing 
our old lights with LED --bulbs. 

GO with Elting Library 
Partnering with the Ulster 
County Library Association 
we began offering double 
the number of passes to 
local museums and parks. 



AT THE END OF 2023, 
we bade Library Director Gillian 
Murphy the best of Iuck as she 
departed to serve as director of 
the Howland Public Library in 
Beacon. In her two-and-half 
years serving as our director, she 
accomplished many great things 
for our library: 



•• 

2023 GROWTH 
Circulation increased 

by 11% from 2022 

Held 257 children's 
programs 

Over 900 new 

cardholders, a 15% 

increase from 2022 

Held 60+ programs 
for teens 

Accepted over 530 

passport applications 

Partnered with 

Out Loud Hudson Valley 
Rosendale Theatre 

SUNY New Paltz Black 

Studies Department 



AND BECAUSE 
LIBRARIES ARE 

MORE THAN BOOKS 

~ LIBRARY OF THINGS~ tr~ ELTING MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

Our Library of Things continues to 
grow. In 2023 we added a Spice Library! 
We want to continue to grow this 
collection to best serve our 
community's needs. What would you 
like to see in it? 

MEETING AND 
STUDY SPACES 

Our study rooms were reserved 
1,694 times in 2023. Reserve a 

study room by going to 
bit.ly/bookstudyroom or by 

scanning the QR code. 

PASSPORTS 
The library earned $18,700 
accepting passport 
applications in 2023. For more 
information about passport 
applications visit 
elti ng Ii bra ry.org/passports 

Tech Help 
We held 107 one-on-one tech 

help appointments in 2023-
more than double the number 
in 2022. Appointments can be 

made by going to 
eltinglibrary.org/tech-help 

https://eltinglibrary.org/tech-help
https://ry.org/passports


ADULTS 
Adult Programs in 2023: 175 

Participants: 1,200+ 

2023 saw continual growth in adult programming. We continued to host popular 
ongoing programs such as the Elting Book Club, our weekly Knitting Group, Music 
on the Hill, and Early Gen Z Queer Hangout with the Hudson Valley LGBTQ+ Center. 
We also branched out and tried new programs such as Chess Club, pollinator 
programs, and weekly iPhone classes. Two new lecture series kicked off with wild 
success: The Sally Rhoads Lecture Series, featuring a talk by Lee Glazer, Director of 
Museum Programs at the National Archives, and Coming Together: Black History Is 
American History, presented by local teacher and lecturer Albert Cook. Both were 
met with packed, attentive audiences. To continue to try to meet our community's 
needs, many of 2023's programs were hybrid, allowing both virtual and in-person 
audiences. 

For the first time since the library had to close its doors in 2020, we hosted a diverse 
array of art exhibits in the Steinberg Room going from highlighting local artists such 
as Doug Skinner, whose work has been featured in Cabinet, Fate, The Fortean 
Times, and Nickelodeon, to presenting art by Dominic Newsome, an inmate in 
Pennsylvania whose art was instrumental to his survival while in solitary 
confinement. 

The reach of our programming allowed us the great pleasure of working with over 
30 community partners, covering arts, gardening, wellness, and continuing 
education. JaP11!,.5 Frauenberg,er 

Adult Programmer 





TEENS 
Teen Programs in 2023: 60+ 

Participants: 200+ 



Circulation Increase: 27% 

CHILDREN'S 
ROOM 
Children's Programs in 2023: 257 
742 programs more than 2022 

Participants: 6000+ 
A 220% increase in program 
attendance from 2022 

Children's programming underwent substantial growth this year. We significantly expanded 
our program offerings, particularly for babies and toddlers, in direct response to the 
expressed needs of our patrons and the identified gap in programming for this specific age 
group among local libraries. As these children transition to older age groups, there is a 
growing demand for increased toddler programs to meet their evolving needs. 
School-age programming experienced a boost in attendance throughout the year, as well, 
due to the introduction of new offerings such as the STEAM Stories program, various craft 
programs, and the Brick Builders program. This achievement is noteworthy, considering the 
difficulty in attracting this age group due to elementary students, busy schedules, and 
competing obligations, including various extracurricular activities. 
Circulation increased significantly in 2023. The collection's inclusivity and diversity were also 

significantly improved, earning commendation from patrons. Numerous parents have 
expressed joy in seeing their children and families represented within the collection. The 
introduction of parenting materials, along with a focus on child development and early 
literacy for even the youngest babies, garnered praise as well. 
Continuing the enhancements to the Children's Room, this year saw the addition of two new 

chairs, a fresh area rug, and new toys. Patrons consistently express how the new furniture 
and room configuration significantly contribute to the welcoming and inviting atmosphere 
of the space. 
This annual report encapsulates the vibrant and diverse activities, enhancements, and 
community collaborations in the Children's Library throughout 2023. 

Mi..ss Ki.m 
Children's Librarian 

The library remains dedicated to providing enriching experiences for all young 
patrons and their families. 







LIBRARY 
PARTNERSHIPS 

ORGANIZATIONS 
Maya Gold Foundation 
Next Year's Words 
Margaret Wade-Lewis Center 
for Black History and Culture 
New Paltz Historical Society 
Hudson Valley LGBTQ+ 
Community Center 

INSTITUTIONS 
SUNY New Paltz 

New Paltz District Schools 
Mountain Laurel Waldorf 

School 
Nursery Schools 

GOVERNMENT 
We support local 

government whenever 
possible. In 2023 we 

partnered with the Office 
for Community Wellness to 

provide free Narcan 
trainings. 

BECOME APARTNER 
Join us in serving our community! 
Em a i I di rector@e lti n g Ii bra ry.o rg 

LIBRARIES 
We partner with 66+ libraries in 
the Mid-Hudson Library 
System and 27 libraries as part 
of the Ulster County Library 
Association. 

We could not do what we do without 
the help of our community! 

Throughout the year, we worked 
closely with many local groups and 

individuals. 

We strengthened our relationship with 
the Town Office of Community 
Wellness, providing community 
members with education and 

resources. We continued to be active 
members of the office's Thriving 

Together group. 

We hosted field trips for the local 
schools, from kindergarteners to 

college kids, signing them up for library 
cards so they always have access to 

resources that will help them grow. We 
also made many visits to schools for 

open houses or information days. 

We partnered with other nonprofits 
and organizations like Next Year's 

Words and the Margaret Wade-Lewis 
Center for Black History and Culture. 

Demand for our public meeting spaces 
only continues to increase. We also 
were able to use our resources to 

promote their causes, collecting food, 
clothing, and hygiene products to 

support the local community. 

30+ OUTSIDE 
ORGANIZATIONS 

USED OUR SPACE FOR 
THEIR EVENTS 




